
 Public Safety

• Marijuana is the most prevalent illegal drug detected 

in impaired drivers, fatally injured drivers, and motor 

vehicle crash victims.1 

• Columbia University did a meta-analysis of nine 

epidemiologic studies and found that drivers who test 

positive for marijuana or who report using marijuana 

are more than twice as likely as other drivers to be 

involved in motor vehicle crashes.2 

• 1 in 10 people who try marijuana become addicted to 

it, developing a dependence that produces withdrawal 

and cravings. If marijuana use starts in adolescence, 

the chances of addiction are 1 in 6.3 

• 28% of driver fatalities and more than 11% of 

the general driver population tested positive for 

non-alcohol drugs, with marijuana being the most 

commonly detected substance.4 

• Nationally, fatal car crashes involving marijuana tripled 

from 1999 to 2010.5 

• Marijuana impairs motor coordination and reaction 

time and is the second most prevalent drug (after 

alcohol) implicated in automobile accidents.6 

• In the U.S., cannabis emergency rates have been 

rising sharply for cannabis-related admissions. Visits to 

hospital emergency departments because of cannabis 

use have risen from an estimated 16,251 visits in 1991 

to more than 374,000 in 2008.7 

 Crime

• In total, one tenth of one percent (0.1 percent) of all 

state prisoners were marijuana-possession offenders 

with no prior sentences.8 

• Alcohol — not cocaine, heroin or marijuana — is 

responsible for 2.6 million arrests every year. That is 1 

million more arrests than for all illegal drugs combined.9

• The legalization of marijuana in Colorado hasn’t solved 

the racial disparities in marijuana enforcement that 

were promised, with blacks still far more likely than 

whites to be charged with pot-related crimes.10 
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Contact us for more  
information on marijuana:

(614) 540-9985

info@drugfreeactionalliance.org  

www.drugfreeactionalliance.org

Drug Free Action Alliance is a 

statewide, 501(c)(3) non-profit 

charitable organization founded 

in 1987. We deliver up-to-date 

information and develop initiatives 

that serve the immediate needs 

of those working to prevent 

substance abuse throughout the 

State of Ohio and beyond.

While young people are our 

primary target population, we 

also engage in efforts to promote 

healthy lifestyles for all Ohioans. 

We form partnerships with 

businesses, community members, 

substance abuse prevention 

professionals, policy makers, law 

enforcement, school personnel, 

and, most importantly, parents.
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