
Resolution Supporting National Three-Digit Suicide Prevention Hotline

WHEREAS, suicide is a serious public health issue that can have lasting harmful 
effects on affected individuals and families; and

WHEREAS, suicide deaths are increasing nationwide, and broader support for  
suicide prevention for all ages has become a vital necessity; and

WHEREAS, suicide prevention is a major priority of both the Mental Health, 
Addiction and Recovery Services (MHARS) Board of Lorain County, Ohio, and of 
Lorain County’s Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP); and 

WHEREAS, the national suicide prevention hotline was launched in 2005, and its  
network now includes more than 163 local crisis centers staffed by trained  
counselors, and last year received 2.2 million calls; and 

WHEREAS, the national hotline can be an essential link to our own local  
Emergency Stabilization Services (ESS) response unit and crisis hotline, when  
the person in need is a Lorain County resident; and

WHEREAS, on December 12, 2019, the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) adopted a proposal that recommends simplifying the national 10-digit 
suicide prevention hotline number to a three-digit number, in order to improve 
access to mental health care options and to crisis counselors for persons  
experiencing psychiatric crisis, and opened the topic for public comment; and

WHEREAS, the plan for a national three-digit suicide prevention hotline has  
been endorsed by the federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services  
Administration (SAMHSA); and

WHEREAS, the MHARS Board of Directors supports effective strategies to  
promote awareness of suicide prevention while also promoting effective crisis 
response, and is joining its voice with those of other mental health advocates  
nationwide who are supporting a three-digit suicide prevention hotline, during 
the FCC’s public comment period; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mental Health, Addiction and  
Recovery Services (MHARS) Board of Lorain County, Ohio, endorses the plan to 
create a national three-digit suicide prevention hotline, recommending that  
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) vote to accept the plan and  
devote all necessary resources to making its implementation successful. 

THIS RESOLUTION WAS PRESENTED AND APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ON DECEMBER 19, 2019
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