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Lorain County Prevention Services
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI)
Substance Use Disorder (SUD) & Gambling Prevention Services
Issued by: Mental Health, Addiction & Recovery Services Board of Lorain County (MHARS Board)
1173 North Ridge Rd. East, Suite 101, Lorain, OH 44055
Release Date: September 9, 2026

1. Purpose
The MHARS Board is seeking information from qualified organizations regarding their capacity, experience, and approach to providing SUD and gambling prevention services in Lorain County. The RFI is intended for information-gathering and planning purposes only. It is not a request for bids or proposals, will not result in a scored award, and does not constitute a commitment to contract.

2. Background
The MHARS Board operates under Ohio Revised Code Chapter 340 and is responsible for planning, funding, and supporting a comprehensive behavioral health system based on local needs. The Board has identified a gap in school-based and community-based SUD and gambling prevention services and is exploring qualified provider capacity to address that need.

3. Services of Interest
· Evidence-based SUD prevention programming in Lorain County schools and communities.
· Evidence-based gambling prevention programming in school and community settings.
· Community education, outreach, awareness campaigns, and environmental prevention strategies.
· Coalition building and community partnership engagement.
· Training for school staff, community partners, and other stakeholders.
· Data collection, outcome tracking, and reporting consistent with Ohio DBH prevention standards and the Strategic Prevention Framework.
· Culturally responsive programming for diverse Lorain County populations.
· Established or developing relationships with Lorain County school districts and community organizations.
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4. Ohio DBH Provider Status
Respondents should identify their current Ohio Department of Behavioral Health (OhioDBH) provider status in the Prevention service category. If not currently certified, describe the steps and anticipated timeline for obtaining the required status.

5. Information Requested
A. Organization and Experience
1. Briefly describe your organization, mission, service area, and experience providing SUD and/or gambling prevention services.
2. Describe experience serving schools, communities, and diverse populations in a culturally responsive manner.
3. Identify relevant school districts and community partners with which you currently work.
B. Prevention Capacity
1. Identify the evidence-based SUD and gambling prevention programs you currently provide or propose to provide, including the target population and setting.
2. Briefly describe your approach to community outreach, environmental strategies, coalition/partnership development, and outcome reporting.
3. Describe your ability to begin or expand services in Lorain County.
C. Staffing and Credentials
1. Identify the number and types of qualified prevention staff available to provide services, including OCPC, OCPS, and OCPSA credentials, as applicable.
2. Identify key staff who would be responsible for Lorain County services.
3. Briefly describe your plan to maintain adequate qualified staffing.
D. Implementation
1. Provide a proposed timeline for initiating services in Lorain County, assuming funding and contracting are approved.

6. References
References are not required for this RFI. However, respondents may provide up to three references from school districts, counties, or community organizations that can speak to the respondent's relevant prevention experience. References will be used for informational purposes only and will not be scored.
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7. Response Format and Submission
1. Responses should be concise and should not exceed 5 single-sided pages, excluding attachments.
2. Use a minimum 11-point font, 1-inch margins, and 8.5" x 11" pages.
3. Submit one electronic copy and one printed copy to the MHARS Board at the address below, unless otherwise directed in the final RFI notice.
4. MHARS Board, ATTN: Tonya Birney, tbirney@mharslc.org, 1173 North Ridge Rd. East, Suite 101, Lorain, OH 44055.

8. RFI Conditions
1. Submission of a response expresses interest but does not create an obligation for the MHARS Board to contract with any respondent.
2. The MHARS Board will not reimburse respondents for costs associated with preparing or submitting a response.
3. Information submitted may be subject to Ohio public-records requirements.
4. Respondents should avoid submitting confidential or proprietary information.
5. The MHARS Board may, in its discretion and consistent with applicable law, Board policies, and available funding, use information obtained through this RFI to engage in further discussions with one or more respondents, develop a scope of services, negotiate potential contract terms, issue a subsequent procurement or competitive selection process, or take no further action.
9. Communications
Questions regarding this RFI must be submitted in writing to the designated MHARS Board contact during the question period identified in the timeline. To ensure a fair process, respondents should not contact MHARS Board staff or Board members regarding this RFI outside the designated question process.

10. Timeline Table
	Date
	Activity

	Date: August 25th, 2026
	Activity: MHARS Board approval to release RFI

	Date: September 14th, 2026
	Activity: RFI released

	Date: September 30th, 2026
	Activity: Deadline for written questions

	Date: October 5th, 2026
	Activity: MHARS Board posts responses to questions

	Date: October 21st, 2026
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Activity: RFI response deadline
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